International Security: Global Threats and Cooperation
Erasmus+ Blended Intensive Programme (BIP)

Host Institution: Karabük University
On-site Dates: 13–17 April 2026
Location: Karabük, Türkiye
ECTS: 5
Number of Participants: 15 students
Programme Overview
The International Security: Global Threats and Cooperation Blended Intensive Programme (BIP) focuses on contemporary global security challenges and international cooperation mechanisms. The programme provides students with a comprehensive understanding of global threats and encourages critical analysis of security dynamics within the international system.
Designed with an interdisciplinary perspective, the programme promotes discussion, collaboration, and knowledge exchange among students from different academic backgrounds.
Eligible Fields & Participants
This programme is primarily open to:
· International Relations students
· Students from other related disciplines with an academic interest in international security, global threats, and international cooperation
Programme Structure
Virtual Component (Online – Microsoft Teams)
An online kick-off session will be organised to introduce the academic framework and initiate collaboration among participating students and institutions.
📅 Exact date to be announced.
On-site Component (Karabük, Türkiye)
📅 13–17 April 2026
The on-site programme includes:
· Welcome and Orientation Session
· Guided Tour of Karabük University Campus
· Interactive lectures and workshops on global security
· Collaborative discussions and group-based academic activities
During the on-site component, support will be provided regarding accommodation arrangements, and assistance will be offered for transportation from the airport to the university to ensure a comfortable stay.

Deadline Expression of Interest
📅 15 February 2026
Partner institutions are kindly requested to inform us whether they intend to participate in the programme by this date. Further details regarding nominations and programme implementation will be shared with interested institutions following the deadline.

Program Coordinator: Assistant Professor Deniz ALCA, Assistant Professor Abdül Samet ÇELİKÇİ

Academic Team:
Assistant Professor Deniz Alca, 
Assistant Professor Abdül Samet ÇELİKÇİ 
Assistant Professor Sanem YAMAK
Assistant Professor İbrahim Fevzi GÜVEN 
Assistant Professor Buket TENEKE ODUNCU

Program Overview and Rationale
In the 21st century, international security is no longer confined to military concerns or state-centric paradigms. Global threats have become complex, multidimensional, and interconnected, ranging from traditional armed conflicts to cyber warfare, disinformation, climate change, energy dependencies, pandemics, and mass migration flows.

This Blended Intensive Program (BIP) aims to provide students with a comprehensive and critical understanding of contemporary international security, while enhancing their ability to analyze, debate, and design cooperative responses to global threats.

Through a combination of online theoretical modules and on-site policy simulation and workshops, participants will explore the evolving conceptual and institutional frameworks of global security, the dynamics of state and non-state actors, and the role of technology and narratives in shaping strategic behavior.

A key focus module—“Cybersecurity, Hybrid Threats and Strategic Communication”—will integrate practical elements related to information warfare, digital resilience, and media analysis.

Learning Objectives
- Critically assess the evolution of the international security architecture after the Cold War.
- Analyze and compare different security paradigms (traditional, human, environmental, and cyber).
- Identify and interpret emerging global threats such as hybrid warfare, terrorism, and energy dependency.
- Understand the interrelation between information, power, and security in the age of digital transformation.
- Design cooperative policy responses and present them through policy briefs and simulation exercises.
- Develop intercultural and interdisciplinary collaboration skills within a multilateral academic environment.
ECTS and Workload Distribution
	Component
	Hours
	Description

	Online interactive sessions
	12
	4 days × 3 hours/day

	On-site workshops & simulation
	6
	2 days X 3hours/day intensive in Karabük/Safranbolu

	Independent study & research
	10
	Readings, report writing, and group project

	Evaluation & presentation
	7
	Policy brief presentation, simulation & exam 

	Total
	35
	Equivalent to 5 ECTS


Program Structure
A. Online Phase (4 days – 3 hours/day)
Theme: “Understanding Global Threats in a Changing World”
B. On-Site Phase (Karabük, Safranbolu – 2 days)
Day1& 2 - Meet-and-greet, introductory Panel on “Security in Türkiye’s Regional Context” Group evaluation 
Field Visit, Cultural& Excursion Closing
	


Assessment
	Component
	Weight

	Online participation and discussion
	20%

	Group project (policy brief or simulation report)
	30%

	Simulation performance (role-playing, negotiation)
	30%

	Final presentation and reflection paper
	20%


Expected Outcomes
- An advanced interdisciplinary understanding of global and regional security dynamics.
- Enhanced analytical and negotiation skills through simulation-based learning.
- Practical experience in policy analysis and strategic communication.
- Strengthened intercultural competencies and professional networks.
Cultural and Social Component

- Breakfast at the horse farm, volunteer horseback riding guided tours to Safranbolu (UNESCO World Heritage). 
- Free time at the city .
- Cross-cultural networking dinner hosted by Karabük University.

Certification
All participants will receive:
- BIP Certificate (5 ECTS) issued by Karabük University
- Transcript of records
- Recognition of mobility under the Erasmus+ program framework.


